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Brutal '85 Murders 
Shock .Ca11iden 
County Residents 
CCSO Investigators Actively Pursue Leads 
For 15 Years; Suspect Arrested January 
13, 200.0 Will Face Trial For These Crimes 

On the evening of Thursday, January 13, 2000, officers from the U.S. · 
Marshal's Office, the Florlda Department of Law Enforcement. the 
Camden County Sheriff's Office and the Georgia Bureau of 
Investigation arrested Dennis Arnold Perry, 38. Perry was indicted ear
lier the same day for the murder of Harold Swain, 66, and his wlte 
Thelma 62. The Swains were brutally gunned down in the vestibule of 
the Rising Daughter Church on Spring Bluff in . oor-lhem Camden 
County on March 11, I 985. 

When the murders were first committed an intensive investigation 
was conducted that ellmlnated a number of suspects but th~ case 
remained unsolved. Camden County Sheriff Bill Smith contln ed to 

pllNUP. leads in the r.:ase and it garnered national attention -.:vhen twas 
featured on the television shows Unsolved Mysteri~ in 1988 and 'Prime 
Suspects in 1992. This exposure generated more than 500 leads, all of 
which were Investigated. J 

The murders were particularly troublesome to Sheriff Smith 
because of their brutal and seemingly random nature. The murders 
occurred In the third month of his flrst term as sheriff. 

"The Swain's were the nicest people you would ever want to meet." 
Sheriff Smith said. "I never forgot this case and over the years we kept 
trying to develop new leads.To have them gunned down in cold ~lood 
while in church and then have the case go unsolved was unacceptible," 

In mid-1998 Sheriff Smith hired a special investigator and ordered 
him to work exclusively towards solving' the Swain murders. f 

The Investigator re-examined all the evidence in the case and con
ducted numerous Interviews cross the country. His Investigation eYentually lead to Perry and allowed the district attor
ney's office to seek an indictment against him for the two murders.The evidence was present.i to the Camden County 
Grand Jury on January 13. The Grand Jury handed down an Indictment for two counts of murder which carry a maxi
mum sentence of life In prison or the death penalty. Perry was arrested the same evenin'g at his north Florida home. 
Local officials have since extradited him back to Camden County. 

Following his arrest on his way home from work, Perry was ~en to the Duval County Jail. Following the arrest, 
search warrants were executed at Perry's previous residence on Dover Bluff in Camden County and at his current res• 

iden_ce in northern Duval County. 
Sher'iff Smith said the arrest Is an important milestone on the long road to solving the Swain murders. 
"I hope this arrest will bring the famlly and f rl"'ds of Harold and Thelma some closure. For far too long they have 

lived with the uncertainty of never knowing why their loved ones were killed or by whom." 
Stephen Kelley, District Attorney for the Brunswick Judicial Circuit.. said, "I am very pleased with the investigation con

ducted by the Camden County Sheriffs Off1ce and the Georgia Bureau of lnvehigation." 
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